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Sources Humanism Human Nature 


James Leuba 


Those who cannot accept the traditional belief God social 
relation with man lose the experience regarded the believer 
the presence God and communion with him. Those experiences 
bring peace, strength, and the assurance that are not alone, 
isolated altogether inimical Universe, but that divine Father 
watches over and directs his creation towards his own wise and 
benevolent end. 

the loss belief the traditional God involved necessarily 
the loss the assurance that humanity not merely meaningless 
product chance, its seriousness could hardly denied. need 
not so, however. Most philosophers have maintained the spirit- 
ual meaning and value life conceiving the ultimate power 
spiritual, even though they have rejected the conception God 
accessible praise, thanksgiving, and supplication. 

Unfortunately, the layman cannot follow the metaphysician his 
disquisitions. His faith must rest simple, concrete basis, open 
the observation all. The purpose this paper point out 
traits human nature fulfilling those demands. 


make them perfect insofar know the perfect. The urge 
the very essence life appears human nature. 

The biologists are wont say that life requires adaptation 
the surroundings which find ourselves. Yes, but that only 
partial truth. The most significant feature the history 
humanity not acquiescent adaptation things they are, but 
persistent creative endeavor; its most distinctive trait expressed 
not the word “adaptation” but “creation.” There all 
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tendency transform not only our physical and social sur- 
roundings but also ourselves, such way realize and enjoy 
what regard better life. conceive and seek realize 
ideals characterized the consecrated terms “good, beautiful, and 
true.” labor with endless ingenuity build houses and get 
food and clothing far beyond our minimal requirements. lift 
ourselves out original ignorance, and discover ways transmit- 
ting our descendants the knowledge and wisdom have gained. 
rear our children according improved patterns, and seek 
forms social organization favorable their survival and con- 
tinued progress. short, are untiring seeking improve 
our surroundings and ourselves. 

If, any time, there should born race men endowed 
with the opposite impulse, men whom cruelty, injustice, and 
other anti-social behaviour appeared good, nothing could done 
save from destruction. The hand every man would raised 
against his brother, and self-annihilation would the speedy end 
that race. true that anti-social behaviour far from un- 
known today, but true also that approved countenanced 
only toward other groups, other races, other nations; while within 
one’s own group, race, nation, ethics friendship and co- 
operation for mutual improvement held honor. 

There not man, not even animals, urge make 
things worse destroy for the sake destroying. The parasite 
injures his host not because evil prompting, but for his own 
good; the wolf kills keep himself and his young alive; the father 
uses the birch upon his children not primarily make them suffer; 
wants their improvement. The religions which threaten the 
unbelievers with eternal torments seek, nevertheless, their salvation. 
Violence and the infliction suffering are not ends themselves, 
they are means action instigated the urge the better. 

Strange may seem, the behavior those who hold that 
might makes right does not have another motive than the urge 
improve. They also are moved the desire improve, but only 
themselves and those with whom they are closely connected. They 
not feel the universal appeal the Brotherhood Man, and 
they limit the practice the ethics amity their own group. 


obvious that the value humanity the urge improve 
depends upon its extension. should stop one’s own group, 
would bring nothing better than competition and strife since 
each group would seek its own good disregard the good the 
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others. only embraced all men that could lead the 
peace and happiness universal brotherhood. 


appears, thus, that the really fundamental question not 
whether urge improve present us, but whether there 
any guarantee that will include ever larger groups and, ultimately, 
the whole humanity. that are not the dark, the grad- 
ual extension friendly, cooperative behaviour for fuller and bet- 
ter life readily observable the course animal development. 
The lower down the animal scale one goes, the more complete the 
isolation and self-sufficiency the individual. the beginning 
organic life, each individual lives altogether for himself; there 
not even interdependence male and female for the mainten- 
ance the species; each individual can reproduce himself him- 
self and lives totally for himself. seeks its own good only. 
Higher up, family life appears; social organization uniting male, 
female, and their offspring for mutual help and protection 
evidence. the animals commonly regarded highest the scale 
development, especially the great apes, the enlargement the 
social units within which the urge operates, has proceeded far 
include several families. Within these groups ethics friend- 
ship prevails. Under certain circumstances monkeys extend the 
ethics amity even the whole their kind. They will band 
together defend one their own. the distinction human- 
ity have completed—in theory, not practice—the extension 
the ethics friendship the whole sentient creation. are 
sons the same Father, say the ethical religions; and other 
words, the scientists say the same thing. The half-hearted and 
abortive attempt the League Nations actualize the theory 
has shown the strength both that conviction and the impedi- 
ments still overcome. 


know that progress has been made the past the ex- 
tension the field action the urge, can tell what will take 
place the There the normal constitution human 
nature trait which guarantees the continuation the progress 
already realized. That trait sympathy. are made that 
rejoice with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep. 
the presence suffering are unhappy; either relieve it, 
turn away from it. individual who finds delight the agony 
abnormal situation. thwarted important matters, his 
life danger, may naturally enough look with satisfaction 
upon the suffering those regards the cause his own dis- 
tress, but not otherwise. The presence sympathy the funda- 
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mental cause the extension the past the ethics friendly 
cooperation for the betterment life; will have the same effect 


the future. 


The urge improve, and its tendency under the spur sym- 
pathy spread its action larger and larger groups, together with 
ability acquire knowledge, constitute minimal basis for 
religious philosophy free from unacceptable dogmas. The urge 
trans-human power since appears the animal world. 
manifestation creative force the Universe with which 
humanity vitally and hopefully connected. And so, are not 
isolated products chaotic world, are part trend which 
may called “divine.” 

Armed with this knowledge, one needs lose heart when 
life’s pendulum swings backward. may take comfort the long 
way already traveled from the complete brutish isolation indi- 
viduals the friendly cooperation populations organized 
nations and groups nations numbering hundreds millions 
people. may look forward with confidence toward the unknown, 
for are endowed with what required realize more and more 


fully, beautiful ideals. 


Three Poems 
Lloyd Frank Merrell 


LOOK WITHIN 


seek for God through age age 
Outside man with futile quest. 
The God every pilgrimage 

deep within the pregnant breast. 


PROPHETS PARADOX 
Owls Life 
Stare holes Took all 
the prophet’s and left heart 
Tomb. Rich. 
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Humanism Religion 
Roy Wood Sellars 


Undeniably there something imaginative and daring bring- 
ing together one phrase two such profoundly symbolic words 
humanism and religion. intimate union foreshadowed 
which religion will become humanistic and humanism religious. 
And believe that such synthesis imperative humanity 
ever achieve firm and adequate understanding itself and 
its cosmic situation. 

But there need for definition and clarification. How should 
these terms taken? What kind synthesis does the religious 
humanist have What directives and directions does set 
before himself? 

these two linked terms humanism the less ambiguous. 
There have been, course, different emphases the modern world 
from the period the rebirth, Renaissance, the fifteenth cen- 
tury our own troubled and congested time. There was first, the 
moment taking stock, assimilating the culture the past 
the humanities, somewhat fevered and hasty assimilation, you 
will, and yet genuine and laying the foundation for modern art 
and literature. Without Michelangelo, Shakespeare and Goethe 
could not have appeared. The renewed stimulus the antique 
world counted for much the growth the modern, which 
Western man was again trying find, under what promised 
more favorable circumstances, release and self-expression. liter- 
ary humanism was added the scientific motive and method, from 
the beginning lustier and more practical than ever before. More 
quietly and with less acclaim philosophy set work re-analyze 
and reconstruct basic ideas. 

Such, broad way, the context humanism. term 
which symbolizes man’s discovery himself and, therein, his 
possibilities. signifies human endeavor, human achievements, the 
sweetness and bright promise life. Yet make haste warn the 
reader that humanism has never been sentimental and unaware 
the forces evil and obscurantism. always fought uphill 
fight, always encountered resistance, always knew itself little 
more than ferment huge society given over struggles for 
power and mere existence. But who can deny that, the various 
directions and emphases humanism, there was the promise and 
potency human maturity? 
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Nevertheless, humanism was, almost perforce, isolated and 
aristocratic. was for the educated, for the classes, for those who 
could come under the sway its ideas and values. And suffered 
continually from this isolation perspective and power. 


Let turn now religion, that intenser, vaguer, more diffuse, 
more daemonic, more ambiguous our two terms. shall not at- 
tempt here give formal definition, even considered such 
attempt feasible. will suffice call attention religion 
manifested itself that redoubtable, religious movement called 
Christianity, historical blend noble ethics, superstition, theism, 
otherworldliness, fanaticism, sacerdotalism, salvationism and super- 
naturalism. know how many different blendings these 
ingredients there are and have been. this extent each church 
has had its own variety Christianity and even its own acknow- 
ledged varieties; nay more, its varieties. 

attain sharpness focus let look broadly Christianity, 
first, the Ancient World its origins and then those forms 
most adjusted the scientific and philosophic ideas the pres- 
ent, namely, those phases modernism which fluctuate between 
deism and theism and vaguely trust the larger hope. 

Scholars quite generally agree that Christianity arose more 
among the masses than the classes. Its ethical atmosphere was con- 
crete and personal and stressed charity and comradeship rather than 
duty and public service. There even reason believe that, 
the early days, this normal note led the small Christian community 
approach the condition “love-communism” which brothers 
and sisters Christ would have something approaching common 
purse. The beliefs entertained with conviction were also concrete: 
the resurrection the body, literally, the rising corpses; sal- 
vation through the supernatural power the Lord; the reversal 
worldly values. must remembered, first all, that was 
period political decline and increasing loneliness and pessimism. 
The gulf between rulers and the ruled, the rich and the poor, had 
become chasm. The philosophies life upon which the educated 
had come rely, Stoicism, Epicureanism and Neo-Platonism, and 
which taught them some measure self-sufficiency and resignation, 
were unknown the masses the city-proletariat and the slaves. 
Such concrete religion with its faith and symbols was the sole 
escape from despair and unintelligibility. And politically and eco- 
nomically things went from bad worse. Christianity had in- 
herited from the Jews firmly vouched-for story about divine 
things and had added personal saviour, immortality and 
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Heavenly City. scarcely wondered that this com- 
munity expanded and finally was adopted the Roman State. 
When the total picture explored scholars sense inevitabil- 
ity arises. But into that question cannot present enter. 

Christianity felt the need explicit doctrine clothed 
the terminology the learned, philosophy was its service. And 
orthodoxies were formulated opposition heresies, Gnostic and 
Christian. The two great theistic systems used through the centuries 
Christian theologians were the Platonic and the Aristotelian with 
Stoicism furnishing times pantheistic note. The result was 
abstract and rarified cosmic framework within which the very 
concrete and human drama faith and hope, fear and despair, 
miracles and prayer, personal immortality and wish-fulfill- 


ment could unfold. 


But what have now? The world super-Copernican 
science, astrophysics, evolution, man’s increasing self- 
knowledge and cosmic knowledge. education penetrates the 
people, even societies dedicated the transmission inherited 
ideas, doubt enters with regard the marvelous Christian epic 
long ago. have been moving into another epoch, epoch 
social activity, the breaking down class barriers, the exten- 
sion scientific ideas. atmosphere has become increasingly 
alien certain the ingredients that complex blend called 
Christianity. The anthropomorphism has become evident, the mirac- 
ulous, childish and repugnant. Sacerdotalism not liked because 
often authoritarian and reactionary. fact, the whole perspec- 
tive which had meaning the passing epoch has less vital meaning 
this. Even the ethics Christianity seen too little social 
its emphasis though there are noble Christians who are seeking 
remedy this falling and give social application the ethics 
brotherly love. All honor them! 

The impact the ideas and demands the new epoch 
which live has long been evident those forms Christianity 
called modernism. Liberals religion have sought make ad- 
justments their beliefs and hopes while keeping much the 
framework they could conscientiously retain. this period 
tension and ferment profoundly religious men it, that is, men 
who demand definite and intelligible account human life, its 
actual situation, its significant values and its destiny the universe 
that they may not drift about merely inherited unrealities but 
pilot the ship their lives with some assurance what ports aim 
and what cargoes goods take on;—such men, say, are 
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searching for more empirically founded and reasoned account 
the verifiable directives, aims, and circumference human living. 

the thoughtful our day, humanism being offered 
this kind religion, religion akin science 
and yet not mere abstract these specialized endeavors. 
call imaginative interpretation human living after mythol- 
ogy and superstition have been quietly and firmly put one side 
longer thoroughfare for adult humanity. Religious human- 
ism rests upon the bedrock decision that is, the long run, 
saner and wiser face facts than live world fable which 
even the institutionally cultivated will-to-believe the churches 
can these days scarcely clothe with sense reality. But such 
decision, important is, not enough. Humanism faces the 
task—a cooperative one—of determining what possible, signifi- 
cant and desirable human living. one who has meditated long 
years such theme have suggestions some which were 
embodied the Humanist Manifesto.* Into the details cannot 
here enter. must suffice say that integral and humanistic 
naturalism has possibilities direction for human living which 
promise much for this distraught and bewildered epoch. 


*Per copy from the American Humanist Association, 301 Mayfield Avenue, 
Chicago, 


Benediction 


Dear earth, remembering his long toil thee;— 
How well loved thy fresh turned sod, 
Planted thee both root and seed, 
Pruned thy branches and loved thy moods, 
Gathered thy fruits and blossoms 
And now his last hour returns thee, 
The all-enfolding 
His blanket safe and warm forever be. 
—Edwin Wilson 
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Humanist Questioned 
Otto 


connection with series institutes conducted for the Civic 
Federation Dallas, Texas, had the opportunity speak 
radio audience the Southwest. The topic was phase natural- 
istic humanism, with special reference this question: the 
world has come be, can one realistic, can one try face 
the world honestly, and still idealistic? 

the Sunday following the original talk the broadcast was 
devoted answering questions, some which had been received 
mail and some which were asked college and high school 
students who were present ask their questions over the radio 
hearing. 

The questions and answers which follow are about half those 
constituting the program that occasion. Through all them ran 
much the same problems: Does the surrender traditional super- 
naturalism mean the giving vital, comprehensive idealism? 
Can person participate successfully practical life without turning 
his back upon May the older generation counted upon 
all change our philosophy life for the better? 


College Student (Young Woman) 


the discussion last Sunday you said that the majority 
young men and women longer believe theological truths. 
wonder this not simply change conception rather than 
denial supernatural ideas. 

Answer: 

No; the non-supernaturalistic attitude youth not merely 
Naturalism has entered into the psychological fiber the young. 
They feel naturalistic. who are older only think it. Since 
many responses life are feeling-responses, makes all the differ- 
ence the world how feel about things general. the case 
those who have reasoned themselves into naturalistic position, 
there still remains substratum allegiance the supernatural. 
this substratum which, according contention, has disinteg- 
rated for the vast majority the oncoming generation. 


College Student (Young Man) 


Older people tell that will put our ideals aside when 
begin strive for our own economic security. you have any 
antidote for this cynicism are supposed take on? 
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Answer: 

You are right looking upon cynicism kind poison. 

far know, there isn’t any simple antidote for this poison. 
You can’t have some one give you “shot” that will make you 
immune. You can, however, prevent from getting into your 
system and destroying your healthy outlook life. these three 
things, and you won’t affected scepticism: 

Ally yourself actively with organizations and movements 
your community that work for social improvement. 

Study the lives men and women who stand out pio- 
neers the service mankind—such Henry George, Jane 
Addams, Graham Wallas, Virginia Woolf, George Norris. This 
list long and glorious one. 

your own human relations try consistently improve 
the social motives your action. 

High School Girl: 

Merely because youth today repudiates many the legal- 
istic ideas held the preceding generation, does necessarily 
actually follow that youth holds less high the fundamental prin- 
ciples behind these ideas? 

Answer: 

assume that you are asking whether giving the specific con- 
duct formulations which have appealed people the past in- 
volves throwing overboard the great ends which those formulations 
were intended further, such honesty and decency, generosity 
and good will, beauty, justice, and the like. And answer that 
question These seem fixed stars, were, the 
firmament life. 

And let add that this seems very important thing 
for keep mind these days change. man gets 
life prone think that his ways are the right ones; and 
you who are young are prone jump the other extreme and 
conclude that only your ways are significant. 

College Student (Young Woman) 

You spoke our schools, believe, being the laboratories 
which the future our nation might determined more than 
is. Why, then, cannot told the unvarnished facts about world 
conditions, instead having the real conditions whitewashed? 
the reluctance our instructors speak frankly, their fear 
consequences? 
Answer: 

There are number reasons why who are your teachers 
not talk you more frankly than the conditions you 
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have mind: 
Some fear that are not qualified speak. 
have our own special work do, and feel that can most 
for the general good sticking our subject and doing that 
well can. 

Some are socially indifferent. Teaching our way 
making living and more than that. have desire 
disturb the status which are reasonably well off. 

Some who are disturbed about conditions—unem- 
ployment, undernourished children, glaring inequalities op- 
portunities make the most life, afraid speak out 
because know that do, will, all probability, mis- 
interpreted, endanger our positions, and find hard get another 
position lose the one have. 

had place the blame anywhere I’d place the 
community which live. You are part that community. 
Perhaps you yourself can more than you think improve the 
conditions which you object. 

College Student (Young Man) 

May ask you furnish with the definition that 
now generally accepted philosophers? What you mean 
idealism that “covers the whole range 

Answer: 

Instead trying give the definition “ideal” which would 
“generally accepted philosophers”, let offer you this: 

ideal not-yet-attained something which want badly 
enough work for and sacrifice for. The thing wanted may any- 
thing. What makes ideal the fact that does not then and 
there exist, and yet then and there eagerly desired. The thing 
desired and worked for may beneficial harmful. have 
educate one another that our most alluring ideals will increase the 
satisfactoriness life, instead add human suffering. 


High School Boy: 

possible live one’s ideals the economic system 
and amid the social patterns which have the world today? 
Answer: 

Yes, possible, but difficult, very difficult, and some 
natures break under the strain. the same time, living one’s 
ideals always costs price. those who are willing pay that 
price who help establish better “social patterns.” 

College Student (Young Man) 

Last week you led believe that youth has dispensed with 
supernaturalism. agree with you this point. you think, 
however, that you falsely accuse when you consider have 
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become scientific the exclusion any universal motivating influ- 
ence? other words, must scientific life unreligious life? 
Answer: 

would have accused youth falsely had said what you 
evidently understood say. The fact that tried guard 
against exactly that misunderstanding. The young men and women 
who have given all vital belief the supernatural, or, rather, 
who have never acquired any such belief, are not that account 
without interest in, and loyalty to, comprehensive ideals life. 
Those ideals not, however, draw upon the traditional religious 
source for validation. 

the question you work and end with—“Must 
scientific life unreligious life?”—let repeat what said 
last Sunday: the religious life regarded necessarily super- 
naturalistic, then yes, judgment, must out accord with 
scientific life. The two will not mix. 


Parent: 
With the impact the examples brute force abroad and 

the rabble-rousing home, the insecurity life and civil liberty, 

you expecting too much youth you hope for them 

develop righteous idealism men and women good will, rather 

than become cynical and selfish? 

Answer: 

Let answer your question two propositions: 

Speaking generally, the young see what going 
the world, and they feel more keenly perhaps than who 
are older. lives, more than that are slated for sacri- 
fice—and they know it. Does anyone think that they the world 
itis? he’d better think again. They are deeply dissatisfied 
with it. They are outraged it. They want live better 
world; more intelligently guided, more humane world. 

recreative energy youth really enormous. one 
doubts this far the material world concerned. expect 
youth big things they enter the so-called practical world. 
The trouble that encourage the young daring and original 
attempting make the most themselves economically, finan- 
cially, and the “society” sense socially; and discourage 
them when they show signs originality and courage the in- 
tellectual and moral realm. 

Many the young who fall short our moral hopes for them 
could say the society their elders: 

“You made what tonight; 
hope satisfied.” 
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Looking Liberty Large Way 


Harry Elmer Barnes 


The question liberty looms large all discussion public 
affairs today. There definite trend towards regimentation 
the attempts regulate economic life and provide social security. 
world politics the totalitarian powers offer threat liberty 
the general world scene. War conditions have clamped down 
liberty everywhere. 

Contrary very general impression, liberty gift from 
the gods. took many centuries establish every single phase 
liberty exists today, and none our liberties will automatically 
defend themselves. must the alert are preserve 


them. 


few the more intelligent Greek philosophers were the 
first discover any virtue freedom. Even they thought 
freedom only intellectual liberty for the favoured few. Both 
Plato and Aristotle recominended regimentation for the masses. 
The Roman lawyers added the idea that there could real 
freedom unless guaranteed law. This was the origin the 
notion that enjoy our liberties only far they are guar- 
anteed constitutional law. 

This idea charters liberty and legal protection rights 
was carried still further the charters which the medieval towns 
wrested from the feudal lords. The so-called Renaissance laid great 
stress upon the dignity the individual, while the Reformation 
emphasized the liberty the individual conscience. 

But these were mere preliminaries. The civil liberties which 
enjoy today were the product the English middle class the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. These merchants and business 
men, finding their freedom curtailed royal taxation and confisca- 
tion ‘and economic and commercial restrictions mercantil- 
ism, developed comprehensive propaganda behalf liberty. 
They held that liberty one the fundamental rights man. 

Not only did they extol liberty general; they discovered 
and defended many particular forms liberty. They could not 
carry their propaganda for economic freedom unless they could 
meet together and make speeches, and publish pamphlets promoting 
their program. Therefore, they conceived and defended freedom 
speech, freedom assemblage, and the freedom the press. 
Since many them were Protestant Dissenters, discriminated 
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against the Anglican Church, they were also strong for religious 
freedom. The right trial jury seemed the only protec- 
tion against arbitrary imprisonment kings. Their pocketbooks 
were safe only when they were guaranteed immunity from arbitrary 
taxation. 

These fundamental civil liberties were embodied the English 
Bill Rights 1688, were brought America the state con- 
stitutions after 1776, and were finally put into our first ten amend- 
ments the Federal Constitution. 


interesting note that there have been few significant 
advances our conceptions and categories civil liberties since 
the days John Locke the close the seventeenth century. 
Roger Baldwin and the American Civil Liberties Union are still 
fighting protect the liberties which were defined the English 
Bill Rights over two hundred and fifty years ago. 

those who possess proper grip historical facts and have 
the proper historical perspective there little cause for surprise that 
liberty now going into eclipse. Only the middle class, bour- 
geoisie, have ever had any great regard for liberty, and this middle 
class now losing its dominant position society. 

The laboring classes have had little interest liberty, except 
far meant freedom unionize. The individualism the 
pioneer farmer disappearing the face the farm crisis and the 
craving for government subsidies. There liberty-loving back- 
ground the cultural tradition those who are fashioning our 
totalitarian states. Unless the middle-class love liberty es- 
poused those groups and classes whose destiny the future re- 
sides, our civil liberties, have known them the past, are 
certainly doomed. will need more than Roger Baldwin, with all 
his courage and resourcefulness, assure them the future. 

These considerations with respect the future liberty are 
especially important when war looms ahead. enter the second 
World War, there will little prospect preserving our civil lib- 
erties. War time regimentation will set and will create 
our own Gestapo which will snuff out our liberties ruthlessly 
Hitler and Himmler have done the job Germany. The destruc- 
tion our middle classes the economic strains warfare will 
leave without even that tottering bulwark liberty which 
possess today. 
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The Humanizing Science 
Selden Smyzer 


During the decade the thirties the movement among British 
scientists for the humanization science made definite and acceler- 
ating progress. This progress was largely due the constructive 
work eight ten able scientists. Their books attacked the prob- 
lem almost many ways there were writers but they supple- 
mented and supported one another movement across broad 
front. That served bring the movement more clearly before the 
world science than had ever been possible before. Unlike the 
efforts the religious reformers, the present reformers are working 
not divide but unify and coordinate the sciences and scientists 
human and social objectives. 

Two the pioneers from the previous decades who continued 
their efforts and leadership with the group that accelerated the 
movement and did the constructive theoretical work during the 
thirties were Wells and Frederick Soddy. Soddy sought 
extend the modes thinking used the physical sciences reform 
the financial system the world. 

The first volume the decade contributing the 
development the theory the socialization the sciences was 
Hyman Levy’s The Universe Science (1932). this volume 
the author develops the thesis that science not body verified 
truth discovered super intellects. Rather, science social in- 
stitution similar the state, religion and the economic system, that 
performs certain social functions and like other institutions, often 
fails function. The sciences deal with isolates (abstractions) 
which should not taken too seriously images truth and 
reality. “Truth,” says, “is dangerous word incorporate 
the vocabulary science. Truth absolute notion that science 
had better leave alone.” 

Mathematics for the Millions, (1932), Lancelot Hogben 
wrote one the most successful books ever written for populariz- 
ing mathematics through showing the uses mathematics the 
lives individuals and society. maintains that the sciences 
develop best when they maintain close vital relation with the 
daily life and needs man. 

The Science Social Adjustment (1937), Sir Josiah Stamp 
maintains that “Wherever and whenever new science touches so- 
ciety creates disturbance” that “is often high price for prog- 
ress.” therefore very important that develop science that 
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will study and control the impact science society. This science 
would call the science social adjustment. The concept 
science for the control science great concept which Sir Josiah 
definitely placed before the world science his Presidential ad- 
dress before the British Association for the Advancement Science 
1936, and the little volume mentioned above. 

The Scientist Action (1938), William George, Re- 
search Fellow the Royal Society, the author proceeds with meticu- 
lous caution develop the theory that scientific research not 
mode discovering truth, but fundamentally mode social ac- 
tion; that the great generalizations science often regarded the 
goals science are not great truths but mere “patterns” designs 
used scientists convenient aids their thinking. says, 
tific action has never been tried major social problems. Tradi- 
tional methods are still failing after centuries trial. not 
time try the methods?” 

The Social Function Science (1939), Bernal, 
another outstanding constructive work enthusiastic author who 
has the vision that Bacon had 300 years ago, which Wells has been 
trying restore the world and which the reformer scientists 
Britain are transforming from dream program scientific 
action. says, “There science.” But his book nearly 
500 pages fine print, creates factual descriptive sociology 
science kind that would advance the scientific revolution. 

There are other books these scientists and books Julian 
dynamic group who are adding new dimension—a new direction 
expansion—to the universe science. Several these books 
are “popularizations” science. the reformer scientists the 
popularization science just fundamental—even more funda- 
mental than much advanced research. 

While this scientific reformation was under way Great 
Britain, there were similar but more sporadic and more limited 
movements the United States individuals groups scien- 
tists bring science into closer relations the acute and pressing 
needs mankind. these American movements there was less 
challenge and stimulus the world science large, but with 
their more limited objectives they perhaps achieved more definite 
practical results. America much larger country than Great 
Britain—three times the population and thirty times the area. The 
scientists America are members one intellectual and cultural 
community very much less than are the scientists Great Britain; 
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the training and university backgrounds American scientists are 
far more varied. not then surprising their efforts more often 
represent the work individuals more specialized groups and 
their contributions toward more socialized and humanistic science 
lack common pattern and well-defined common objective such 
are manifest the contributions British scientists. Though 
the books representing the latter are highly individual method, 
style and material, and even though one writer may conservative 
and another Marxist, their arguments fit together like the parts 
machine. 

American projects for the socialization and partial humaniza- 
tion science specific areas seem have begun earlier than the 
British. The American efforts were often limited narrow field 
and when they made definite advances that field they showed 
tendency spread adjacent similar fields and still less 
tendency develop into broad and comprehensive plans applicable 

The following group movements and contributions individ- 
uals since about 1860 have especially promoted the socialization 
and humanization science America. They are too numerous 
and too diverse character permit description each sepa- 
rately. can this time only list them 

Senator Justin Morrill: Government endowed and subsidized agricultural 


education and research state agricultural colleges and experiment 
science for farmers. 


to 


Ellen Richards: Euthenics, the science controlled Home eco- 

nomics agricultural colleges and high schools. 

Frederick Taylor, Frank and Lillian Gilbreth, Robert Wolf, Fritz Roeth- 
lishberger and Dickson: The science management engineering 
industry developed from efficiency engineering and from developing socialized 
personalities workers. 

Edward Scripps and Edwin Slosson—Science Service: the creation and 
development institution and methods for the popularization and dis- 
tribution news advances science. 

Paul DeKrutf: Popularization scientific knowledge food, health, and 
progress medical science with reformist’s dynamic drive that makes 
writing mode scientific action. 

Louis Sullivan and Frank Lloyd Wright: philosophy engineering meth- 
ods and art designing and planning homes, buildings, and communities 
function for human living like extensions the human body itself. 

Thorstein Veblen, Howard Scott and many technocrats the early thirties: 
The possibility reorganizing industry and government and putting engi- 
neers control, thus rendering personal and political management obsolete 
industry and government. 

Karl Compton and Robert Doherty: Theories and plans for making en- 

gineering techniques and engineering education one the chief methods 

reducing and solving social and economic problems. 
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William Hale, Charles Herty, and Francis Garvan: the Farm Chemurgic 
movement that would develop chemeconomics and simplify many social and 
economic problems through controlled and directed research. 

10. Walter Cannon: The generalization the concepts physiological proc- 
esses the human body that they afford new and more scientific basis 
for new science economics. 

11. The John Rockefellers, father and son, Raymond Fosdick, and Alexis 
Carrel: Rockefeller Foundation for making the world economic system 
and world science serve the needs the world. 

12. John Dewey with Carnap, Neurath and others: Encyclopedia Unified 
Science. 

13. John Dewey and William Kilpatrick: Psychology, logic 

that becoming the method not merely progressive education but 
the method society dealing with the universal problems mankind. 

Semantics for sanity humanity. 

15. the American Humanist Association: movement promote 
coordination and understanding among scientists, philosophers, progressive 
educators, religious leaders, jurists and the members various movements 
toward scientific humanism. 

16. The American Association Scientific Workers: young organization 
having more the point view the British reformer scientists and 
modeled the British Associations Scientific Workers with which 
maintains close relations. 

Everyone these movements and projects has contributed definitely 
and nearly every case still contributing vital way the humaniz- 
ing the sciences through directing their attacks more than ever 
upon the fundamental universal problems which until recently have 
seemed transcend the techniques the special sciences and the 
academic social sciences. They are all contributing the making 
the coordinated sciences into one great social science. They represent 
not “science for science’s sake but science for man’s sake.” 


While these movements were going among scientists 
the two countries quite independently each other except for 
unconscious trend toward common objective, there was steadily 
developing both countries, quite outside the ranks professional 
scientists, another movement. This other development already 
doing more for the humanization and socialization scientific 
method and the sciences than could ever accomplished under 
the previously existing organization the sciences and scientists. 
refer the large scale scientificizing government through 
the creation semi-autonomous administration agencies staffed 
the best scientific experts available. Found both countries, but 
especially the United States the trend toward the humanization 
science increasing enormously the resources and personnel for 
scientific administration. 
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But far more powerful forces than the influences these 
individuals groups who were trying change science from 
within were the forces that have been working from without since 
1929. The depression the thirties was one the greatest edu- 
cational influences that ever affected the thinking the American 
people. affected and influenced action the depression the 
nineties did not. There were 1930 many hundreds thousands 
college and high school graduates who had been exposed some 
training science. Popular non-scholastic education through the 
automobile, literature, the movies and radio, and even world travel 
for many thousands had enormously increased general effective in- 
telligence, social sensitivity and imagination. 

The depression, moreover, greatly increased social sympathy 
and understanding. There was vague sense unity and fra- 
ternalism that was more real and effective than seems have 
been the days the French Revolution when “fraternity” was 
chiefly powerful ideological slogan. The New Deal became both 
leader and agent for the people. The people and their leaders 
turned fumblingly, experimentally toward science. Ten years ago 
adequate machinery existed either the organization the 
recognized techniques science for dealing with such complex 
problems then confronted society. the sphere government, 
however, there was type law much more clearly recognized and 
more highly developed Europe than this country which could 
used extend the range scientific action and make sub- 
stitute for older forms political action substantive law. This 
was administrative law creating administrative agencies and con- 
ferring upon them wide discretionary powers within limited fields. 
The great scientific revolution predicted John Dewey seems 
have arrived, though awaits official recognition scientists before 
can function fully. 

Through the type administrative service agency such the 
Farm Security Administration, the Soil Conservation Administra- 
tion, various projects and others the government has en- 
tered the field, not only science, but also direct educational 
activity ways that are reaching millions adults. This recent 
educational development goes far beyond what the department 
agriculture and the experiment stations have long been doing 
the way informational service. developing experimental 
and experiential scientific methods for adults that are very similar 
the progressive schools. The progressive schools 
derive these methods largely from the psychology and experimental 
logic John Dewey. The government administrative agencies de- 
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rive their cooperative, constructive, life-value educational projects 
not much from Dewey from imaginative understanding the 
needs men, women and children who were the victims the 
depression, soil erosion mere lack education. 

New types credit institutions create credit for many indi- 
viduals who may capable producing goods but unable 
obtain necessary credit through ordinary channels. this end the 
government has created such institutions the Farm Security Ad- 
ministration, Tenant Purchase Projects, Federal Housing Agency, 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation, the Bank for Cooperatives and 
several other special banks. 

Thus result changes government, the economic 
system, science and education which have been going such 
ever increasing rate since 1929 four the structural institutions 
modern are being unified and integrated with each other 
way heretofore unknown. Government ceases chiefly 
governing and defensive institution protecting from violence within 
and without. becomes, instead, organized society which sci- 
ence, education, the economic system and government administra- 
tion are organically coordinated with each other. The emergence 
science new institution social coordination and control with 
increasing authority over government itself perhaps the event 
the century. The war may change social structure and life far less. 


Thus this great increase scientific administration produc- 
ing two changes which would certainly considered revolutionary 
were not that their coming scarcely realized even those 
whose changing modes thinking are bringing these changes 
about. These changes are both coming out our traditional 
opinion-voting democracy naturally the flower succeeds the 
bud. The fruit yet come. bringing known type 
either totalitarianism socialism but rather new democracy and 
even newer science. 

The new dynamic democracy participation constructive 
action rather than mere opinion-voting well represented 
the great land-use survey and planning project which 80,000 
farmers and farm women took part this last year. This democratic 
policy-developing process was surely more scientific several re- 
spects than all the soil experts the country could ever have hoped 
have produced themselves. the amateur astronomers 
with homemade telescopes who scan the skies most effectively for 
new comets and new stars. farmers and other citizens are 
ing the reorganization science. 
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The new humanized socialized science that emerging tends 
break down the sharp lines between the physical and the social 
sciences well between economics, sociology and political 
ence. tends make our present academic social sciences obso- 
lete. Backed the vast resources government, staffed the 
trained personnel the great administrative agencies and having 
the wide discretionary authority limited areas which administra- 
tive law creates, this new socialized science and the new democracy 
are carrying out scientific social experimenttaion vast scale. 
This new experimentation and development work being carried 
with scientific caution comparable with either good academic 
laboratory great industrial research organization. Not many 
years ago social scientists were denying the possibility such ex- 
perimentation the fields social and economic sciences. made 
good alibi. The development the two color food stamp plan 
connection with the surplus commodity marketing agency repre- 
sents such development today. 

see that partly scientific democracy and half-humanized 
science are each creating the other. Together they are advancing 
toward ultra-democratic, scientifically authoritarian, humanistic 
world society. The world struggles today its labor pains. Science 
rather than politics can bring relief and happy issue. 


Greek Ideal Peace 


From the murmur and subtlety suspicion with 
Which vex one another, 
Give rest. 
Make new beginning, 

And mingle again the kindred the nations 
The alchemy Love, 

And with some finer essence forbearance 
Temper our mind. 


—Aristophanes (400 B.C.) 
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Haydon Makes the Gods Live Again 


Horace Fries 


pure distillation cannot redistilled. Biography the 
incredibly pure distillate which must the despair any 
reviewer. “is serious attempt sketch the personal histories 
the few, great, living gods, with backward glance some, once 
great, who were left behind the march the modern 
reader Dr. Haydon’s earlier work, The Quest the Ages, 
will surprised find this new study penetrating revelation 
the spiritual aspirations men. These aspirations are revealed 
integral aspects man’s social life: when the gods become 
socially useless they die. the same time the author shows that 
“the gods are splendid company.” provides excellent 
opportunity for becoming better acquainted with them. 


The manufactured beings some moderns call God seem 
pale ghosts beside these vital creatures history they struggle 
down through time the pages this book. Each the great 
gods was individual character carved out the cultural forces 
which supported him, and powerful living tradition itself. 
Products “the unfulfilled desires men,” they can neither 
created nor disproved reason. The one cause their death 
social inutility. There only one way hasten the day when the 
gods will longer needed even the socially dispossessed. 
“What the gods have been expected do, and have failed 
through the ages, man must find the courage and intelligence 
for himself.” 

would seem the reviewer, then, that the vision ful- 
fillment through the gods directed science, the latter 
must made function the interest the good life. But, also, 
the good life must conceived that science can function for it. 
Biography the Gods affords vast resources for this end. For 
represents rare combination scholarly, naturalistic research with 
sympathetic appreciation for the springs divinity 
reveals the indispensable human service which the gods performed. 
Through them “the universe was enlisted, the fight for human 
values.” the universe enlisted, however, must done 
through knowledge that must include understanding the 
natural conditions which make spiritual aspirations integral and 
operative the society which supports them. Dr. Haydon’s study 


*Biography the Gods. Eustace Haydon. Macmillan 1941. 352 pp. $2.50. 
IX. 
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the gods illuminating study these conditions. 

“The gods are this side the mystery that enshrouds the 
universe. Like man, they are earthborn. The roots their lives 
are the rich soil human hopes and hungerings.” When great 
god begins degenerate philosophy may try come his rescue. 
The rationalizing efforts and sublimated interests the philosopher 
then transform the god into barren logical principle. Usually this 
the kiss death. For beyond good and evil the absolute first 
principle can retain direct religious significance only through the 
sophisticated emotion the mystical experience. Such vague, 
ineffable deities “will live until thought grows weary rationaliz- 
ing ideas inherited from primitive ages, men have outgrown the 
weakness which the gods grow strong.” 

But occasionally the stronger gods survive the philosophic 
touch. the absolute associated with tolerant attitude towards 
the gods, may welcome them its earthly representatives and 
mediators and they may welcome the ultimate spring their 
vitality. Under such conditions there can mutual support. 
the object the thought the intellectual, the absolute can avoid 
the more obvious and fatal inconsistencies retreat towards the 
unknowable. The problem evil and other theological difficulties 
are “solved” the blurring distinctions through complex 
verbal structure, else outright appeal the trans-rational. 
But object their desires, the absolute still reflects, however 
palely, with whatever logical inconsistency, the changing characters 
the lower gods. The latter, protected the absolute from the 
ravages thought, can continue for ages serve effectively the 
emotional needs the common people. after surviving the acid 
test long social disruption and disillusionment concrete god 
takes omnipotence, practical solution the problem evil 
can obtained the strength faith which lifts the divine pur- 
pose beyond the ken men. The unfolding this act, thought 
and emotion, the dramatic history told Dr. Haydon leaves 
unambiguous effect: men, their thoughts and aspirations, 
could cooperate days now past sustain such magnificent spiritual 
creatures, then, with the aid science, they can cooperate today 
bring about the magnificent society. 


Technological development has already undermined the gods 
pre-technological age. Allah, Yahweh, and the Triune God 
Christianity, their liberal forms least, have lost their distinct 
individualities. They are now distinguishable only their histories. 
the minds their philosophers these great creatures the past 
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have lately lost omnipotence. They are process transferring 
their “burden the reluctant shoulders men. The time divine 
tutelage over for the children earth.” 

Yet the war between prophet and priest, almost old 
religion, has not ended. “Many modern man,” Dr. Haydon 
says, 

“would startled the recognition how little God means 

him his daily life and would probably angered 

sudden Nietzchean announcement that God dead. 

The old habit belief fostered highly placed indi- 
viduals who are worried the tides change eroding the 
foundations the established order. Like Cicero and Hsun- 
tzu, two thousand years ago, they are not ardent believers them- 
selves, but thing belief good for the masses and makes for 
social stability. The habit fed institutions with vested 
interest 

What power the old gods retain holds but faint promise the face 
the strange and threatening gods the dictatorships. Shaped 
from the steel and chemistry modern technology, used the 
interest loyalty destructive might, these new gods can 
assimilated neither humanized scientific spirit nor the civi- 
lized gods they have supplanted. 

This much the recent crisis Dr. Haydon makes clear. But 
more. One hopes that will soon give the full benefit which 
his unique insight into the life religion could bring. 

the reviewer seems clear that the strange gods steel 
and might can defeated only concentrated appraisal and 
use the natural means our disposal for the creation adequate 
social techniques distribution, and for the release the terrific 
pathological tensions individual competition corporate econ- 
omy. the deliberate act making life more meaningful the 
deep human yearnings and aspirations incorporated feebly the 
gods now departing would reconstructed the secure foundation 
knowledge the natural world men. 

But Biography the Gods holds one value such surpassing 
immediate importance that must mentioned. Times rapi 
social change readily encourage the illusion that crises the spirit 
men are necessarily short duration, however frequent their 
occasion. The history the gods makes somber correction. 
Uncritical emotional resentment and passion directed 
ical philosophies which obviously thwart the quest the ages will 
not resolve the difficulties which generate the new evils. Acquaint- 
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ance with the gods affords needed perspective allow passion 
effective guidance intelligence; perhaps affords the greatest 
perspective possible. long periods disillusionment and distress 
the gods may become terrible their might and cruelty. And out 
irony pride, perhaps for sheer enjoyment, many deities 
have laughed. But gratitude for human aspiration the gods 
eventually have smiled forgivingly man’s naive and costly blund- 
ers. 


How Man Created the Gods 


The supreme deities all acquired their characters history. hey 
were not discovered thought probing the secrets the universe. 
was man’s desire for good life, rich material and social values, 
that gave his gods the qualities justice, love, goodness, power, 
mercy and anger against wrong doing. The environing universe 
was made friendly, values need ful for noble living acquired cosmic 
support through the characters given the gods. The creative 
power this process flowed from the heart, from desire, hope and 
faith, not from the mind. The moral values which make life lovely 
did not have their origin the gods. Love kindness and honor, 
devotion justice and right, self-sacrifice for causes dear man, 
aspiration toward goodness and nobility have never depended upon 
the gods for their hold upon the heart man. They flowered out 
human experience men tried learn the art living happily 
together. god who had earned the right trusted his 
people was clothed with the most perfect qualities and return 
put his power behind the human code and ideal. 

More important than faith God devotion the human ideals 

which has become the symbol. Too long the strong gods 
have been made bear the burden. man has watched 
for the day divine action dawn and ever healed the hurt 
disappointment more passionate faith. Hopes hung the heav- 
ens are avail. What the gods have been expected do, and 
have failed through the ages, man must find the courage and 
intelligence for himself. More needful than faith God 
faith that man can give love, justice, peace and all his beloved moral 
values embodiment human relations. Denial this faith the 
only real atheism. Without it, belief all the galaxies gods 
mere futility. With it, and the practice that flows from it, man need 
not mourn the the 
“Biography the Gods” 
Haydon, pages 320, 321, 328-329. 
Courtesy the Macmillan Company. 
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Humanist Answers Christian 
Curtis Reese 


The purpose article Professor David Roberts 
Christian Appraisal Humanism” the January issue the 
Journal Religion show (1) that humanists misunderstand 
the new formulations Christian doctrine and not discrim- 
inate between fundamentalism the one hand and, the other, 
the Christian doctrines interpreted modern churches; and (2) 
that the humanist position itself fraught with contradictions. 

not necessary give more than passing attention the 
first purpose since Professor Roberts devotes only minor attention 
it. should said passing, however, that humanists the 
level which Professor Roberts desires carry this discussion 
are quite aware the differences between fundamentalists and 
modernists, and between Barthians and liberals. There may 
humanists the rank and file who not discriminate, just 
there are Christians the rank and file who not discriminate 
between humanists and atheists, but this situation can hardly 
major interest theologians and philosophers religion. 


The second and chief purpose which Professor Roberts sets 
himself, namely that showing the contradictions the humanist 
position, puts the discussion the form debate, which 
judgment not fruitful method arriving understanding, 
much less maximum agreement. 


the space disposal can only suggest certain criticisms 

(1) Professor Roberts’ article belongs the era apologetics 
where the main objective discussion was defence and attack, the 
procedure being that debate, combat, rather than that in- 
quiry and comparison. Where the objective discussion clari- 
fication issues and the finding maximum points agreement 
well difference, the proper procedure that conference 
procedure which the aim find possible higher con- 
sensus where differences, which lower level appear irrec- 
oncilable, are integrated larger pattern. There are course 
limits this procedure but the whole appears 
more fruitful than that traditional apologetics. 

(2) Professor Roberts appears equate humanism with nat- 
uralism and then identify the naturalism the humanist with 
the outmoded naturalism the old-fashioned naturalist. For 
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example, Professor Roberts says consistent naturalism would 
eliminate illusory all purposiveness human action.” Here 
sure Professor Roberts has merely “napped” for the moment. 
Undoubtedly knows various enlarged views naturalism. 
Certainly acquainted with the movement known evolution- 
ary naturalism which closely associated with the humanist move- 
ment. cannot fail aware that many competent persons 
least claim believe form naturalism that provides for 
various levels existence some which intelligence functions 
purposively. Modern naturalism differs from 
uralism least much modern Christianity differs from fun- 
damentalist Christianity. any event does not follow that, be- 
cause the humanist offers teleological view the universe, 
cannot logically affirm effective purposive action the level 
human experience. 

(3) piece with Professor Roberts’ too narrow conception 
naturalism his too narrow understanding scientific method, 
least the understanding that the humanist has scientific 
method. Observational inquiry, rational analysis, and experimental 
tests are not confined within limits that exclude their applicalibity 
the realm aesthetic, moral, and spiritual values. One might 
have give “the claim that human action ever really pur- 
poseful morally responsible for the sake remaining faithful 
the postulates naturalism,” Professor Roberts understands 
naturalism, but does not follow that one must give moral 
purposiveness the human level order faithful scien- 
tific method. feeling that Professor Roberts’ insistence 
committing the humanist narrow view science grows out 
fear that allow the humanist claim broader conception 
science would violence his argument that contradictions in- 
here the humanist position. 

(4) Finally, must insist that humanism has the right have 
its consistency judged the light its own presuppositions and 
postulates, rather than those basically different system 
thought. The humanist presuppositions and postulates whole 
may rightfully attacked from the point view other and 
different presuppositions and postulates, but inner contradictions 
may successfully charged only the basis the humanist’s 
own set principles. Humanism system thought pre- 
supposes the universe the given; man organic the universe; 
and knowledge inferential, relative, and instrumental. Its postu- 
lates, working principles, are that the chief aim the humanist 
enterprise the effort discover, invent, and enhance ways 
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living that will meet human needs, that the most dependable 
cedure found thus far that scientific method, and that the goal 
the human enterprise world community free people coop- 
erating for the common good. When humanism thus taken 
whole, inner contradictions are not quite evident Professor 
Roberts believes. How the humanist system thought got that 
way and how well whole stands the atmosphere the 
modern world are questions which Professor Roberts does not 
especially address himself. 


Wanted! Philosophy Life 


may well proud our accomplishments science, tech- 
nology, art, business, and the instruments law and government. 
The person must soulless whose speech does not become lyrical, 
whose emotions not break through the reserve intellectual 
propriety, when contemplates things done man—the great 
cities builds and operates, the long furrow turns, the machines 
sets motion over the land, the ships makes ride the sea 
and the exploiter nature and creator all that this re- 
quires, man has shown himself bold, resourceful, tireless. 


This the hopeful aspect. There another. The more 
thoughtful observer inspired the magnitude these achieve- 
ments, the more poignant may his apprehension contem- 
plates the total scene. asks what larger program these 
specific activities have their place, what great human end 
served the feverish activity everywhere conspicuous, the answer 
not reassuring. There such program. There awareness 
great end. Men have lost faith taking life comprehensively. 
The great maps life are gone, the life gone which they 
charted, and the interests which now engage mankind have place 
larger human venture. the entrance the village across 
the river, the great ports our country east and west, should, 
were tell the truth, set sign with this message upon it— 
unless should paint giant dirigible world advertise- 
ment: “Wanted! Philosophy Life.” 

pages 9-10, courtesy Crofts Co. 
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Science: For Science for 
Society? 


1932 one the speakers the 
meeting the British Association for the 
Advancement Science asked that body 
support the application 
method social questions. Mr. Crow- 
ther? relates how this proposal “was 
baldly rejected, involving science and 
scientists political that 
same year Adolf Hitler came into power. 
had ideas the same subject. “Sci- 
said, “is social phenomenon, 
and like every other social phenomenon 
limited the benefit injury con- 
fers the community. The slogan 
objective science has been coined the 
professorate simply order escape 
from the very necessary supervision 
the power the state.” was not long 
before scientists became involved polit- 
ical affairs. 

the effects the Nazi “supervision” 
became apparent, the social interest 
scientists steadily increased, until 1938 
the British Association created “Divi- 
sion for the Social 
Relations Similar action 
was taken the American Association. 
The date may mark the beginning 
scientific furtherance program which 
humanists have long been interested in, 
and which they have called humaniz- 
ation The “may” advisable 
because its realization depends several 
factors, among which the war not the 
least. Another that many the scien- 
tists are involved only the extent 
preserving the freedom which indis- 
pensable scientific research. the 
event democratic victory they will 
retire once more the laboratory and 
the attitude 1932, unless they become 
more aware than they now are the 
larger cultural aspects the relationship 
between science and society. Still another 
factor the prevailing ignorance the 


1The Social Relations of Science, by J. G. 
Crowther, The Macmillan Company, xxxii, 665 
pp., $3.50. 
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public about this relationship and about 
scientific method general. 


Mr. Crowther’s book contributes 
great deal toward getting these impedi- 
ments removed. gives both scientists 
and the genera! public some the funda- 
mental data needed for scientific civiliz- 
ation get know itself. The major 
portion traces the relation between the 
scientific activities man and his social 
conditions from the Stone Age the 
Royal Society. This section 
and effective argument against the view 
that science exists separate compart- 
ment that its mainspring the satis- 
faction curiosity for its own sake, 
the face the array concrete cases 
the close interrelationship which Mr. 
Crowther presents, such view simply 
not tenable. 

While the book not primarily his- 
tory science could very well serve 
model for that type work. The 
historical data brilliantly organized, 
the major discoveries and inventions are 
described with great clarity, and the biog- 
raphies such men Leonardo Vin- 
ci, Galileo, Bacon and Guericke are rich 
with understanding the scientific habit 
mind and the conditions for its work- 
ing. The manner which Mr. Crowther 
handles the difficult problem the evolu- 
tion modern science out the medi- 
period especially impressive. 
Throughout the book shows how the 
low repute manual labor had retarded 
the development method. 
With the rise capitalism and the bour- 
geois class the pursuit gain encouraged 
technical development until last 
social context developed which the 
classic distinction between theory and 
practice was undermined and experiment- 
ation became socially reputable tech- 
nique the pursuit knowledge. Only 
then could science the modern sense 
born. 

The last 200 pages the book are 
more miscellaneous nature. The chapters 
seem have been written various 
times and with other things mind. The 
general thesis the book implicit 
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all them, however. There are chap- 
ters astronomy. and chemistry re- 
lation the expanding commercial civi- 
lization. Others discuss the conditions 
modern research. There interesting 
account the Bell Telephone Labora- 
tories and another deals with the organiz- 
ation scientific investigation Ger- 
many. Several chapters the motives 
for research are among the most original 
the book. Mr. Crowther also investi- 
gates the sources from which the money 
for research how research 
planned the Soviet Union, why science 
finds itself frustrated, and what the news- 
papers are doing for, to, science. 


All this provides mine import- 
ant information for solving the problem 
effecting the transition from culture 
which merely has science one which 
genuinely scientific. When speak 
the “impact science society” the 
very terms employed imply the concep- 
tion science external the going 
concern society. This comes re- 
garding science merely additional 


way knowing and dealing with our en- 


vironment rather than revolution 
the method knowing general. This 
turn has perpetuated the distinction 
between the “material” and the “spirit- 
consequence this distinction 
have culture with highly devel- 
oped scientific attitude the physical 
world, but whose attitude moral, re- 
ligious and social problems general 
largely pre-scientific. Under such condi- 
tions there need for “humanizing” 
science. narrow sense this means 
making scientists aware that their enquir- 
ies are part and parcel the social en- 
terprise but more broadly, involves 
extending the scientific method the 
human scene general and realizing that 
the one method getting dependable 
beliefs any field. 


Mr. Crowther did not write his book 
with this problem mind. the light 
his constant emphasis the interde- 
pendence the social and scientific en- 
terprises, interesting see what 
considers the big problem 


emerges very clearly his chapter 
the “Social Responsibility Scientists.” 
The problem for him one getting the 
scientist take active part politics, 
aligning himself with 
forces which are working toward form 
society which will give the security 
and freedom necessary for scientific re- 
search. the preface states that the 
aim his book present the data 
for creating “an effective social policy 
for One cannot quarrel with 
him for being interested this particu- 
lar problem, but there not larger 
question—that presenting the data for 
creating effective scientific policy for 
society? Such program would also 
work toward the realization what Mr. 
Crowther ardently desires. There 
real question whether can realized 
any other way. Whichever alternative 
one takes, however, this volume will 
found invaluable source book 
facts 


—Frederick Burkhart, University Wis. 


Santayana and Humanism 


The recent appearance The Philoso- 
phy George makes appro- 
priate consideration Santayana’s rela- 
tion humanism. This volume offers 
his own review his life and works, and 
his reaction the reflections his views 
the writings nineteen others. 

reflected the words Baker 
Brownell, “Santayana not interested 
nature from its own point view, the 
scientist thinks is, but the 
bearings nature man, his possi- 
bility knowledge and his chances 
[He] deals less with things 
than with the bearings things man, 
less with problems than with men’s ideas 
sympathy with all the expressions hu- 
man interest and human frailty, human 


1The Philosophy George Santayana (Vol- 
ume II of The Library of Living Philosophers), 
edited by Pau! Arthur Schilpp. Northwestern 
University, 1940. Pp. 698 + xvi, $4.00. 
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insight and human error are not, how- 
ever, the chief claim Santayana the 
title humanist. Humanism not only 
his temper, his philosophy and 
the core and substance The Life 


Santayana himself restates his 
sage: that morality and religion are ex- 
pressions human nature; that human 
nature biological growth; and finally 
that spirit, fascinated and tortured, in- 
volved the process, and asks 
saved. What salvation? Some organic 
harmony forms and movements re- 
quisite for life; but physical life blind 
and groping and runs continually against 
hostile forces, disease and death. 
therefore the interests life become 
more intelligent and establish 
mony also with the environment and the 


Religion, Santayana’s own words, “is 
imaginative echo things natural and 
called religion when 
intervenes life, and religion, when 
merely supervenes upon life, seen 
nothing but 

Santayana humanistically tolerant 
and sympathetic with varieties relig- 
ious experience. Even from his early 
Christian perspective, always 
aware alternatives; nor did these alter- 
natives seem utterly hostile and terrible.” 
cared more for the internal religious 
force each faith than for such external 
reasons might urged prove that 
faith disprove the errors 
and follies religion are worthy in- 
dulgent sympathy, since they represent 
effort, however misguided, interpret 
and use the materials experience 
for moral ends, and measure the value 
reality its relation the 
honoring nature and mankind detest 
and denounce precisely the characteristic 
works man, namely, the traditional 
forms his languages, religions, and 
governments. Such customs doubt 
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have their day, and would un- 
philosophical though not ignoble passion 
cling them out season. must 
welcome the future, remembering that 
soon will the past; and must 
respect the past remembering that once 
was all that was 
“The notion that single universal voca- 
tion summons all mankind and even all 
the universe tread single path to- 
wards the same end seems utterly 
anti-natural. has come into modern 
opinion heritage from religion; and 
respect religion when expresses 
the genuine aspiration some particular 
race or, the best instance, spirit 
anybody but cannot respect view 
history; and positively deplore 
when undertakes coerce spirit 
everybody into the worship some in- 
solent local, temporary, material ambi- 


Santayana’s scepticism and 
faith peculiarly qualify him relig- 
ious humanist: should prefer not 
believe anything, could manage it: 
but life forbids, and when forced 
judge, judge, and not ashamed 
confess that believe what actually 

Critics have contended that Santayana 
wayward humanist perhaps 
ought cast out our self-righteous 
camp. “Even from the first was not 
altogether faithful his humanism,” says 
Irwin Edman, and “there are what seem 
harmony both less inclusive and less 
tolerant than first appearance seems. 
proudly boasts that wishes all 
creatures happy their own way. 
cannot refrain, however, 
peatedly showing what, the light 
his classicism, thinks certain ways 
Reason Religion living the light 
Realms Being.” 
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the former Santayana says “spirit- 
uality was the name for life lived 
terms comprehensive ideal called 
harmony, and harmony was equitable 
Science, are told, serves human ends; 
religion expresses them. Spirituality 
the name for living continuously and 
consistently the realm ideals, con- 
fronted with one another and rendered 
harmonious. Spirituality human ac- 
tion turned toward its human goals; 
irresponsible, 
post-human, ‘fixed instinctively the 
countless moments that are not this mo- 
ment, the joys that are not this sor- 
row and the sorrows that are not this 
detached, indiscriminate. ignores 
its origins and committed ends. 
All human ideals are not seen 
founded human bias, and all human 
bias failure free. Spirituality 
the transcendence the human 


Santayana replies: understand this 
resentment because there really has been 
change sentiment, though none 
life reason; but longer tend 
identify rational life with any Kultur, 
such the Greek.” the criticism 
that confuses harmony, drawn from 
Platd, with adaptation, drawn from Her- 
Spencer, replies that “harmony 
the essence the good profound- 
naturalistic principle,” and “the im- 
pulse establish harmony” natural 
passion. “And religion, unless takes 
the bit its teeth and becomes fanatical, 
will admit the need harmonizing its 
aspirations with the counsels good 


Furthermore, “you cannot 
detached without being previously 


neither destroy your natural gifts and 
duties nor add them; but will enable 
you exercise them without 
Detachment leaves you content 
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where you are, and what you are. Why 
should you hanker elsewhere 
someone else? Detachment makes 
you ideally impartial; and enlighten- 
ing your mind likley render your 
action also more successful 
“Between the spiritual life and 
the life reason there accordingly 
contradiction; they are concomitant: yet 
there difference temper and level, 
there between agriculture and 

Santayana maintains his claim hu- 
manism, religious humanism. Who 
now will reject his claim? From first 
last has been humanist, evolving his 
views course, but evolution and elabo- 
ration are not inconsistent with human- 
ism. Even into the future looks 
humanistically, neither with undue op- 
timism nor with hopelessness, when 
suggests that one might “venture hope 
that religion and art may assume the 
future forms far nobler and more ration- 
than any they have hitherto 

Bahm, Lubbock, Texas. 
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Lillehammer 
The name Lillehammer now fa- 
scene major Nazi conquest. How 
tragic that victory was becomes apparent 
article entitled “The Lights Out 
Lillehammer” which appears The 
American Scandinavian Review, Spring, 
1941. Here learn that the “Academy 
manist Bulletin, March, 1939, open- 
ing Lillehammer the ensuing summer 
was closed the Nazi incursion. 
What was the be- 
yond eighteen age were gathered into 
school that was devoted the spirit 
Fridtjof Nansen, there try work out 
the problems this age. ‘An Academy 
Humanism; naturally embraced all 
things that concern and benefit mankind 
art, science, literature, social studies, and 
religion.” The leaders fought, “whole- 
heartedly against prejudice 
wherever they appeared, conventional 
“reconcile unity and swiftness action 
with those human values free- 
dom which are the best fruits democ- 
“They fully realized that man 
reverent well working and 
thinking being The aim the Nan- 
sen school was send out, not graduates 
with paper diplomas, but complete men 
and women bearing the true keys suc- 
cessful living and useful citizenship; 
trained hands; sympathetic heart, 
cultivated and thinking mind”. But now 
the lights humanistic culture have gone 
out Lillehammer, most Europe. 
When will they relit? 


—E. 


Religious Irrationalism 


Pro. Julius Kraft the University 
Rochester, the March 1941 number 
“Philosophy and Phenomenological Re- 
criticizes very pointedly ‘The 
Philosophy Existence; Its Structure 
and Significance.” other words deals 
with the theology Kierkegaard, which 


search” 
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strangely regarded some quarters 
much needed cure for liberalism. Prof. 
Kraft states that “Religious irrationalism 
does not express any definite religious 
conviction but rather charter accord- 
ing which any content may pro- 
claimed reference the law the 
absurd. The history the philosophy 
existence rests nothing else except am- 
ple use the privilege this charter.” 
—A. 


Humanists Versus 
Humanism 


Archie Bahm “The Journal 
Liberal Religion” for Spring, 1941, points 
out that individual humanists have such 
divergent views that great- 
est enemies are not its critics, but human- 
While true that humanists 
differ their approach and emphasis, 
Mr. Bahm has exaggerated the situation 
which one agreement essentials 


far more than the case with the theists, 
for one observes the 
logical landscape the present day, 
would not say, “Theism’s greatest 
enemies are not its critics, but 

the same publication Ruth Abbott 
and Stiernotte discuss the views 
Edward Ohrenstein “Language and 


Religion.” 


one 


Agnostic Sees Mystery 
review two pamphlets Chap- 
man Cohen “Agnosticism and 
“Atheism” (Pioneer Press) pp. each, 
writes The Literary Guide for 
April, 1941, agnostic sees that there 
definite amount mystery about the 
working the universe, and frankly 
admits that there may some motivating 
force animating that universe way 

which our minds cannot appreciate. 
The whole Agnostic position against 

dogmatism any shape form.” 


will give careful editorial 
consideration contributions 
poetry and articles. 
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Coe Discusses Ames 


George Coe “Religious Educa- 
tion” for Jan-March 1941 has splendid 
article appreciation the forty-year 
pastorate Prof. Edward Scribner 
Ames the University Church the 
Disciples, Chicago. Though neither George 
Coe nor Prof. Ames are out-and-out 
humanists their positions are sufficiently 
close make some excerpts from the 
article relevant this magazine: 


“His name belongs the list men 
who have successfully applied scientific 
method areas human life that hith- 
erto had been misunderstood else only 
dimly apprehended Because the 
uniqueness this accomplishment, ‘re- 
ligious thinkers’ have difficulty classi- 
fying Ames. Inasmuch has commit- 
ted himself what certainly kind 
undiluted naturalism, conventional minds 
have concluded that has taken all real 
meaning out religion, leaving 
only the unworthy comfort illusory 
projection our wishes. But fact the 
very same process whereby removes 
all supernatural support from our aspira- 
tions destroys also the hitherto assumed 
alternative such support. Dew- 
ey’s thought, here, supernaturalism and 
traditional, value-ignoring naturalism 
belong together and disappear together 
they are reverse sides the same thing. 
new sort naturalism now takes the 
place both. The essence un- 
qualified placing our 
within the order things that acces- 
sible science, and the common realiza- 
tion that this order things inherently 
valuable because producer val- 
ues.” —A.S. 


Tu, English Churchman! 


the Literary Guide (Lon- 
don) for April 1941 reports that the 
British Churches are uniting exploit 
the present abnormal state public feel- 
ing England “by organizing deter- 


mined effort impose religious educa- 
the schools. appeal issued 
from Lambeth Palace called for “really 
Christian system education for the 
children Christian land.” Although 
“agreed syllabus” was boasted, Pro- 
tonius can discover harmony the 

Thus the Orthodoxy England, 
America, eager promote its cause 
through the use the legal power and 
Milton, their 
for their 


prestige state schools. 
countryman, had some words 
endeavor, follows: 

“Tt observable, that long the 
church true imitation Christ, can 
content ride upon ass, carrying 
herself and her government along 
mean and simple guise, she may be, 
is, Lion Judah, and her hu- 
mility all men, with loud hosannas will 
confess her greatness. But when de- 
spising the mighty operation the 
spirit the weak things this world, 
she thinks make herself bigger and 
more considerable using the way 
civil force and jurisdiction, 
upon this Lion, she changes into 
ass and instead hosannas, every man 
pelts her with stones and dirt.” 

—E. 


Watch Malvern’s 
Aftermath 


Worthy watching humanists 
the impulse given progress the 
Church England the Malvern Con- 
ference. reported “Time,” “They 
envisaged political unification Eu- 
They saw, too, new church arising; its 
worship emancipated from servility 
ancient forms and clothed new forms, 
relevant modern reality; its will 
serve implemented with new techniques 
service; its sense responsibility 
society and the state aroused and deep- 
ened.” 


2 
pens 


The Roads Humanistic 
Unity 

How can humanists specific 
were the British churchmen the Mal- 
vern declarations without dividing into 
fractions? The 
scientific spirit and the love man ought 
yield intellectual and emotional unity 
among humanists. That and the rule “In 
things agreed, common action; things 
debated, freedom and fairness all.” 


Christ the World 
Needs? 


Ellwood’s “The 
Need have another exam- 
ple frantic assertiveness the part 
moral, idealistic liberalism 
monize organized Christianity with de- 
mocracy. footnote Sorokin’s 
cial and Cultural Dynamics,” this book, 
the shaky premise “sensate civili- 
argues now for the Christian 
gainst it. accepts dual- 
ism matter and spirit and exalts the 
Christ dogma and the Cross while 
attempts place the Palestinian Jesus 
into complex, industrial 
age its problems-solution. Imi- 
dominate our political economic, social 
“must” create Christian leadership every- 
where. All these “musts’ and more, 
however, cannot realized the naive 
implementation suggested the author. 
throws little light upon the 
intricate entanglement this 
Church the total “status quo,’ 
doesn’t even dream religion coming 
age. His insight apparently un- 
aware how theocracy has always been 
defeating the coming true democracy. 
the warmth his preaching has 
forgotten his sociology. 

“The Social Gospel 
Johnson “redeems” society 
means unitary, ecumenical Church 


Charles 


tradition, now 


our scientific, 


INew York: Abingdon-Cokesbury, 
pages. $2.00. 


1940, 237 


2New York: Harpers, 1940, 261 pages. $2.00. 
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with ethic, whose roots 
are the historic Christian (“a 
recovered His god hy- 
brid with Bright- 
man’s “Given” thrown for good meas- 
stern god who not averse 
making the Cross central the lives 
his believers not himself. This gives 
the social gospel the backing cosmic 
reference and keeps from becoming 
sentimental. The Church the continu- 
ation the Incarnation. Christ (of dog- 
ma), the great Battler for the “divine 
which will reflect the will 
God. “If men cannot meet the altar 
God, where can they meet?” asks, 
apparently without remembering what di- 
visions among men that altar has made 
when they asked, “Whose God?” “What 
Johnson’s religion, then, instead 
helping build true democracy 
community brothers, the same old 
theocratic, absolutist, Ger- 
man, rationalism that crushes 
humanity under its institutional spiritism 
and damning commercialism. Such re- 
ligion leads fascism and other forms 
autocracy. 


monarchic, 
idealistic 


Instead exalting the com- 
mon man, the author expects will, 
such religion enslaves him his more 
economically powerful brother, 
lieves this God who gives 


perior brains, who gives divine rights 
dictators, establishes two-class system 
rulers and subjects, and who blesses 
thrift and humanity the same breath. 
Only functional, creative, man-centered, 
humane, naturalistic, truth-seeking, hu- 
manity-building-values religion can meet 
the needs this socio-scientific world 
and eventuate into commonwealth 
brothers. 
Dudgeon. 
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Inclusive Humanism 


Editor, The Humanist: 

indebted you for the publica- 
tion most gratifying review some 
articles legal philosophy. 

The idea devoting entire issue 
discussion recent writing related 
humanism was stroke genius. hope 
earnestly that you will able expand 
The Bulletin into periodical worthy 
the cause. seems that there 
should enough sympathizers with hu- 
manism among the lay public make 
possible self-supporting 
paying subscribers would sufficient. 

wonder whether the material difficul- 
ties the way publishing regular 
periodical devoted humanism not 
derive from unwholesome particular- 
ism and narrow partisanship, baneful 
the movement whole. 

humanism survive and expand, 
must become crystallized around in- 
spired and inspiring cooperative leader- 
ship. know that such the spirit be- 
hind your Bulletin. would tragic, 
and betrayal civilization, human- 
ism were suffer the fate many 
liberal movements which perish because 
the absence self-imposed discipline. 

—M. Aronson, Editor, 
Journal Social Philosophy. 


Humanism and 
Trinitarianism 


Editor, The 

Let suggest that since liberals 
all hues who are willing group our- 
selves are few number, would 
well for the several get to- 
gether, irrespective whether are 
agree differ. 

observe the changes that are be- 
ing made today, discover that can play 
ball even with Trinitarian, not his 
theology, but his sociology. had en- 
tertained the hope that might have 
cross-section journal, speak, rather 


” 


than one devoted particular “ism, 
even though mine. 
—Ernest Caldecott, Los Angeles. 


Humanism and Pacifism 
Not Umbilical 
Editor, The Humanist 

The article Stiernotte, the 
Humanist Bulletin for January, just re- 
ceived, accuses The criti- 
cizing theology; iconoclasm without any 
constructive program except 
pacifism. 

One cannot consistently call himself 
humanist until has 
nounced Biblical theology. Probably two 
thirds our readers have not advanced 
that far, so, with the certainty losing 
hundreds subscribers, continue 
present the fallacies orthodox religion 
the best method making converts 
humanism. With your bulletin was en- 
closed leflet Mangasarian de- 
voted that end. 

The Arbitrator has urged interna- 


tional federation outlaw war, the pub- 


lic ownership industry eliminate 
poverty, freedom speech and civil lib- 
erties overcome injustice, and human- 
ism supplant Judaism and Christianity. 
Has the Bulletin more constructive pro- 
gram than that? 

Pacifism not connected with Human- 
ism any more than with Catholicism 
Protestantism, more’s the pity, but call 
our “nebulous” shows ignorance our 
work. For twenty-two years have 
opposed all wars, offensive defensive 
and have supported conscientious objec- 
tors. 

Not being generous enough heap 
coals fire your head, enclose 
merely enough keep the fire burning 
little longer. 


—William Floyd, Editor, The Arbitrator 
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